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Mogg the hero
in tense win

Gloucester legendslegendsGloucester ...classic matches 2&3...

Dateline: Sat April 15, 1978 + + + John Player Cup final + + + Gloucester 6 Leicester 3 + + +

Dateline: Sat May 1, 1982 + + + John Player Cup final + + + Gloucester 12 Moseley 12 (aet) + + +

What are your memories of these matches? Visit our website www.thisisglouce s t e r s hi re.co. u k
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Mogg, 22 last February, was the
toast of 12,000 Gloucester supporters
when he broke through two tackles
and crashed over for the victory try
after 36 minutes.

But his superb cover tackle on
Bob Barker in the closing minutes of
the match was almost as vital.
Leicester’s backs exploited an over-

lap to give Barker his chance, but
Mogg suddenly appeared to stop
him in his tracks.

That was the Tigers’ last roar, and
Gloucester had won their second
final in six years.

Anyone who expected the rugby to
match the glorious spring sunshine
was bound to be disappointed. Yet it
had all the atmosphere and excite-
ment of the cup, with close marking,
total commitment and the pressure
game replacing the fast, open stuff
of which men dream.

And although they might have
scored more points, the result
reflected Gloucester’s superiority.
Victory might also have gone the

other way, for full back Dusty Hare
should have converted more than a
solitary penalty goal.

Gloucester, the wind behind them,
set off at a tremendous pace and had
most of the first half territorial
advantage. Only a series of penalties
by Hare – easily Leicester’s most
outstanding player, despite his kick-
ing failures – kept the Cherry and
Whites at bay.

Gloucester must have been frus-
trated by the number of penalties –
15-4 in the match awarded against
them by referee Roger Quittenton.

Hare had two 50-yard chances
before the interval, one of which
went perilously close, and Peter But-
ler recovered from an early injury to
see a huge penalty from inside his
own half fade just beneath the cross-
ba r.

Gloucester’s pack won a tremen-
dous amount of possession and
Leicester eventually cracked for the
only time in the game.

Scrum-half Steve Kenney failed to
find Belddyn Jones and, despite
midfield covering by John Duggan,
the Gloucester forward pounced.

They won the ball from a maul,
attacked on the right through Gor-
don Sargent and Mike Burton, but
suddenly switched to the left. The
ball moved via John Simonett, Paul
Howell, Chris Williams and Steve
Boyle to the powerful Mogg, who
touched down in the corner with
three defenders clinging to him.

Peter Butler’s conversion was a
magnificent effort from the touch-
line.

The score was 6-0 after a first half
in which there was much tactical
kicking, not all of it sufficiently
accurate to be effective.

Leicester came into it after the
interval and, although he missed a

comparatively easy penalty, Hare
landed consolation points from 35
ya rd s.

The Tigers’ backs, including skip-
per Brian Hall, were at their most
effective now, but Gloucester’s
defence held firm.

In the exciting closing minutes,
Bob Clewes almost got over in the
corner, and then Mogg halted
Barker to frustrate Leicester’s last
scoring chance.

Gloucester’s front row – Go rdon
Sargent, Steve Mills and Mike Bur-
ton – were the formulation of their

win and Mills took three strikes
against the head off England’s Peter
Wheele r.

John Fidler, John Simonett and
Steve Boyle were a successful line-
out combination, although they
achieved less possession in the sec-
ond half when Nick Joyce came
much more into the picture for
Leicester. And there was some out-
standing back row covering from
skipper John Watkins and Viv Woo-
ley. Centres Brian Vine and Richard
Jardine also got through some mag-
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How reported the big games…


